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JAPS ON OFFENSIVE

Geoneral Kouropatkin Reports Movements
Made by Them on His Froot.

SEVERE FIGHT OCCURS AT ONE POINT

'SOLDIERS ASSIST THE POLICE

Little Brown Men Oconpy Ooveted Position |

at Ita Oloss,

\ —— - 1 possible attnck by sirikers
o pollce demand $14560 per month, the
Russ'" wsus EVlDENTLY HE‘“& p senle that Is pald In 8t Perermburg
E— present pay here s 3 per month
. ¢ private cabmen and lvery stable
Japaness Engaged in Extensive Building g  here struck today. The strike of stres
Plan for the 'l‘,. 'ay employes continues
T ey $ e 15,000 strikers from tha big iron
will return to work tomorrow, il
WORK TO BE DONE IN OWN S"“PYARDS demnnds having been granted, These
—_— I f& a4 nine-hour day Instead of ten and
steamers Fast in lce Belng Waiched |F {f hours, and an lncrease of from & W
2 * cent
by Japaness Naval Vessels and ‘It Is announced that sil the raliways will
May Prove {0 He be placed under martindl jaw Ip order Lo
Prises. prevent the extension of the strikes, The
employes of the Warsaw-8t1. Petersburg
e radlway have formulated demands for pre-
ET. PETERSBURG, Feb, 3 —General rentation to the management. This action

Kouropatkin haa telegraphed to the em-
peror, under date of February 25, as fol-
lows:

“Al B o'cloek thie morning the enemy og-
cupled Talukhetchen. Exact reporis of out
yesterday's losses have not yet been re-
colved, There are twelve officers and about
200 men wounded In hosplital at Saniunyu.
The percentage of killed Is very lorge. The
commander of the detachment reports acts
of bravery by many detached bodies of
troaps.”

Gieneral Kouropalkin Instances many
canes of close fAghting and bayonet charges,
and concludes: "This morning n baltailon
of the enemy advanced in the direction of
Papln pass, six milen southwest of San
Lunyu, and thiv evening the enemy's out-
posts commenced to approach the passes
vocupled by un™

18 a. m.—An aetion of no mean propor-
tlons I8 In progress on the Russian left
flank. The advantage thus far Is on the
slde of the Japanese, though sl heavy
cost. From advices from the front It Is
diMoult to say how severe the losses have
been or how declsive the reverse and
whether the Japanese are llkoly to at-
tempt to drive In the Russian left much
further. General Kouropatkin evidently
has been trying to establish his left flank
far In advance, to command the crossings
of the 'Taltse river, the operation belng
‘& counterpart of General Grippenberg's
movement on the right Nank to secure the
fords of the Hun river preparstory to the
breaking up of the fce In the spring. The
poone of the operations s Nfty miles south-
enst of Mukden beyond Da pues, an im-
portant deflie commanding the rond to
Fushun. Both armles occupylng appar-
ently Impregnable positions on the cen-
ters, General Kouropatkin evidently
planned to Insugurate widely sweoping
operations on both flanks, but the Jupunese
countered hard,

Associated Press dispatches from the
front indlecate that the weather is fine
and favorable for operations and that all
Is quiet on the Russlan right wihg.

According to a Viadivestok dispatch to
the Asmsociuted Press the entrance to that
harbor is open and the squadron, which is
: renyly taking no risks,
' h for
ral Rojestvensky's squad-

a
.

- it i Wi
with Vice Admi
ron.

Japan Huollds Own Ships,

TOKIO, Feb, 2.—The statement cabled
to the United Btates from London (hat
Japan has ordered four battleships in Eng-
land 18 incorrect. It is probable, unless
clrcumstances dictate otherwise, that Japan
will In future vopstruct all its vessels at
home, It has equipped extensive yards,
shops and gun and srmory foundrics, and
there s @ strong and growing sentiment in
the navy and among the people goenerully
in favor of home construction exclusively.
The yards are already engnged in an ex-

‘tenmive bullding progeam, which inc¢ludes
two large armored vessels.
The identity of the steamer which is

paught In the loe north of Hakkoldo has not
been dotermined, as it Is impossible to ap-
proach It. The vessel is firmly held in an
leo floe. It Is expected thut two vessels,
while gttempting to pass La Perous Btralts,
the northern point of Hakkeldo, have q.lm_n
besn chught and held by the lce. It is un-
derstood Japanese wuarships are watehing
the vessels and the selzure of all of them
Is expected when they are freed from the
Noes.

The German steamer Romulus, bound for
Viadivostok with a cargo of Cardiff coal,
wiis seized on the night of February 6.

hae Manchurinn army headguarters re-
port that two Infantry attacks by the Rus-
wsians in the nelghborhood of Malton moun-
tudn Friday night were repulsed,

Threaten Maln Defenne,

MUKDEN, Feb &—Flghting continues
in front and west of Tie pass. On the ex-
treme oast the Japanese have taken the
nutlylr?' poeitions and they now threaten
the maln defense, Owing to thelr for-
midAble attack it is thought that the Japn-
nesg artillerymen are veterans from Port
Arthur, commanded by General Nogi

Forty woundeéd Russlans arrived at Muk-
den today and 0 are expected tomorrow,
Othar Indications point to an unusunl strug-
Kle.

A blustering snowstorm all day s ending
In & bitter wind, which may modify the
threatened conflict The region of the
Japanese attack is In lightly wooded and
high mountains, favorable to the Russian
operations. The force of Japanese of un-
known strength, joined with Chinese brig-
ands west of Kungohialin, is still mepacing
the Russians in that reglon.

The cannonnde mlong the Russian center
diminiahed In Intensity today There (8 no
evidenes of aclivity on the puart of the
Jupanese, who are strongly strengthening
the site of the Russian operations townrd
Iino Yang in the latter part of January.

No Blockade at Viadivosiok,

VEADIVOSTOK, Feb. 3 -The report
from Tokio that Russian crulsors had left
this harbor and were met by Japanese
blocknders and obliged to retire, s Incor-

rect, The crulsers occamonally go outside |

to. maneuver, but thus far no blockaders
have been seen and there are no evidences
of & blockade
and regular, though the streets are loss
thronged than ususl owing to the nopcom-
batants,

SMELTER MEN GO OUT ON STRIKE

British Columbia Workers Want an
Elght-Hour Day,
VICTORIA, B. C, Féb. 3.—A general
strie of the smeller employea of Hritish
Columbia haw been declared as a resull of
the defent of the eight hours bill for smel-
ler employes In the Britinh Columbia legls-
latyre. The men are siriking for shorter
hours The owners state they are now
warking an a busls of 1 per cent profit and

Life in the town s quiet |

]

| come,

will e up the mining Industry rather than |

grant the demands
Rich placer discoveries nre reported from

Clearwitlor creeks on the Blkine, and are
expeciod to yesult ln & rush (@ the now
digRings. ‘
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tremely baid

Strike of (1-bi
Wielders in Cliy of

Precantion Agnainst

Warsaw,

WARBAW, Feh, X —Every policeman on
duty here today accompanied by a
moldier The authorities. fearing a strike |
by the police, adopted this precaution so
that in the event of an offcer leaving his
pgst It will not be unprotects 4. The moeas-

is further Intended to guard policemen

i regarded as a prelude to the beginning
of the strike. The Vistula strike continues
The directors will meet tomorrow Lo recejve
the workmen's demands, which will be re-
ferred to Bt Petersburg for approval

The Vienna rallway service having been
resumed, the station here was crowded ail
day nand tralne were overcrowded with pas-
sengers, who fought to obtain seuts, The
tenslon In the Warsaw rallway situntion
has been greatly relleved by the settlement
of this strike. Direct communleation with
wostern Europe I thus reopened, but traf-
fle east of Warsaw Is entirely dislocgted.
The St. Petersburg road is the only direct
line still open, and passengers for Moscow
and Odessa are compelled to travel by clr-
cultons routes.

In Novolipk! street, at § o'clock tonlght,
an unldentified mon fired & revolver &t a
patrol, killlng two pollcemen and severcly
wounding & sergeant, The murderer es-
cihped.

BT. PETERSRIU'RG, Feh. 26 —All the Rus-
slan railways except the Central Aslan have
been placed under martizl law.

18 0. m.—Evidence |8 Increasing that the
strikes throughout the empire and espe-
clally those In 8t. Pelersburg, are not
economic In their origin, but Inspired by a
definite political plan.  The government
and employers are embarrnssod by the tac-
tles of the workmen, whose discontent s
being fed and who are noreasing demands
with each new concesslon. Thig condition
Is belleved to have been fomented by erafty
political agitatora who are stirring up the
men and at the same time holding them In
lensh, apparently walting some slgnal for
concerted actlop, Fear Is entertained that
this widespread agitation may be connected
with a plan tp awalt a possible pensint
outbreak In the spring, with which n gen-
eril]l strike will be synchronized, the work-
men Jolning hands with the peansants,

The election of a Inbor representative to
the Imperinl commisslon which s to In-
vestignte the causes of discontent In 8t
Petersburg passed off  quletly yesterday.
The situation In Riga Il agaln reported to
be very serious. The authorities there ap-
parently are unable to cope with the law-
less element.

In the Cmicasus. the situatton I8 ex-

; practically dmountig to civil
war. In Baku the Inhabltants, barricaded
in thelr houses, are petitioning the central
authorities at Bt. Petersburg for rellef from
the existing condition of affairs. The gov-
ernment 1s  wending relnforcements of
troops: but while these may be able to
siop the reign of terror they will be¢ Im-
potent to start the wheele of Industry,
Proprietors fear that the oll wells will be
utterly rtuined If pumplng Is suspended
much longer. Conditlons in other towns In
the Caucasus are equally desperate.

In 8iberin as well as in other parts of the
empire the government has granted con-
glderable concesslons to rallway employes,
in some cases according them a reduction
of the hours of labor to nine a day. This
renders the situation of private employers
increasingly difficult, as they clalm that it
Is Impossible for them to concede so much.

The question of tonvoking the zemsky
zobor Is apparently not settied, Some of
the emperor's advisers are urging the ldea
that to summon the land Parllament at
this time would be fatal to the autocracy,
but as a preliminary step toward a repre-
pentative assembly it might be well to
invite representatives of the people to sit
in the council of the empire, & puraly con-
sultative assemblyy with existing conserva-
tive elemente as a balance wheel,

LONDON, Feb, 2T.—A dispatch to n news
agency from Odessa says It Is reported
there that ten Jews have been killed and
thirty wounded In an antl-Jewish riot at
Odesen.

The correspondent st 8t. Petersburg of
the Times saoys Lthal the government is
making concessfons (o the raflway men nnd
placing the rallways under martial law
with o view to expediting the transporta-
tion of troops to the far oast. The cor-
respondent adds thut the Bouth RifAe bri-
gade, which left Odessn two months ngo, 1=
still near Omak; that the Fourth army
corps, which left Minsk a month ago, hus
not yet reached Siberin, and that the Third
rifle brigande, moblliaed Ilast yeoar, is only
now leaving Kieff. The latest units or-
dered for service Include some 3000 men
und forty-elght guns from Caucasus garri-
pons. These cannot reach General Kouro-
patkin before April,

COURSE ALMOST AS HAD AS STRIKE

sirict Interpretation of Rules Ham-
pers linlian Hoads,
ROME, Feb, M—In ordor to escape the

penaltiles of striking, the rallway employea
throughout Itialy have enguged In o har-
rassing system of literal and exaggerated
obedience of rulee wnd orders, which Is
having the effect of badly erippling trafe,
provoking great Indignoation on the part of
the publle. The effect hus boen the. cun-
cellation of tralns and the delay of others,
The passcnger traffle has been reduced In
conmeguence about @ per oent at a time
when the tourlst season Is ul 1ts helght and
the rallroads are suffering nccordingly. The
employes demand certain concesslons from
the rallroads and the repeal of the law pre-
seribing severe punldhment for rallway «in-
ployes who enguge In strikes

GENERAL STOESSEL AT MOSCOW

Commuander Given a Great Recepiion
at Old Capltnl,

MOBCOW, Feb. R —General Btoessel, late
commander of the Russlan forces at Port|
Arthur, and his party arrived here at 0
ag'clock this moming. General Stoessel was
meot in the imperial pavillon at the Nicholas
statlon by the governor, noldiity, numerous |
oMeers and alvil ofMcialy Colone! Diman-
aky made an culogisthe addreas of wel-
declaring that “your splendid des|
fenme of Port Arthur amased the world and
greatod immortal glory for Russia.”

Numerous bBouguels were preésented (o
Madame Stovssel. The gonersl afterward
held a reception. Fle v Ul go o 8t Pelers-
burg on Welnesday,

————

Big Terminal Docks of Ilinois Central at
Kew Orleans Destroyed.

EFFORTS OF THE FIREMEN ARE FUTILE

Hesldes the Docks and Graln Ele-
vators ITmmense Quantities of
Cotton and Merchandinre
Are Consuamed,

NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 3.—Fire Involving
millions of dolinrs loss In physical prop-
erty and which strikes a serious, If tem-
porary blow st the Immense export trade
of New Orleans, swept the river front
tonlght and wiped out the vast frilght ter-
of the lllinols Central., known as
SBtuyvesant docks Nearly a domen
equares of modern wharves and [frelght
sheds, the large graln elevators, hundreds
of leaded cara and wast quantities of
freight, Including 20,000 bales of colton,
were destroyed, together with & large npum-
ber of small residences. The fire was rag-
ing tlercely ot midnight, at which
it had nearly resched the north end of the
Hilnols Central property. It has not been
determined whether there has beon  any
lnsa of life, ‘The ocean shipping scems to
have cscaped serious damage. Two firemen
and several dock employes were Injured.

The losas may exceed §5,000,000,

The Btuyvesant docks extend from Loui-

minnjs
the

slana avenude almost to Napoleon ayenue, |
a distance of twelve squures. The wharvea |
between these two points were covered

with miles of trackage and sieel and lron
sheds ran the whole distance. The two
grnin elevators were of the most modern
construction, the upper one having a oa-
pacity of 1,000,000 bushels Much cotton,
goveril hundred  thousand packnges of
sugar, great quuantities of cottonseed oil
and oll enke, and Jumber and every cons
colvable vartety of frelght filled the ware-
houses nnd sheds. Practically all the ex-
port business handled by the Illinois Cen-
tral was pul nboard ships at these docks.
The docks and improvements have been
under construction for ten Years past,
elaborate preparations  and Investments
having been made after the eongtitutional
convention of 1588 made It possible for
the road to Invest permanently at this
point. 3
Pire Spreads Rapidiy.

The fire was discovered shortly after 7
o'clock. It was sald to have resulted from
a journal that had not been suMelently
oiledl. The whole plant was equipped with
giguntic water tanks and fire extinguish-
ing upparatus, but the tluzge, small at the
beginning, almost instantaneously got be-
yond control. The response of the
department was prompt, but owlng to the
fact that the terminals were not readily
accossible because of fences and tracks the
engines found difficulty In reaching the
flames. In half fin hour the fire covered
two squares, the lower elevator wae prac-
tically consumed and the fire wos sweeping

with Irresistible fury both up und down
the river,
As ®oon a8 It became known that the

gone of the fire was the Stuyvesant docks
harbor tugs hastened to the wharves and
vessols thut were moored there were
pulled out Into the river.

AL the same tlme switch engines were
rushed . tg $he whayves ;and_hundeeds
box cars loaded with frelght were drawn
to points above the upper end of the ter-
minuls before the fire reached them. Hun-
dreds more, however, were consumed.

The wind was blowing down the river
as the blaze began and the re spread with
greater specd In that drection. Hy §
o'clock the lower elevator and sheds and
whiarves from Amelln street to Loulslana
Aavenue, a distance of #ix squares, had
fallen in. Fortunately Louisiena avenue is
A very brund thoroughfare and the further
spread of the fire beyond that point inte
a residence secton was checked., Between
the polnts named, however, the flames
swept to complete destruction many cot-
tuges of the poorer clusses, the occupants
In & great many instances losing all they
posscased,

vefles Fire Fighters,

The river boats, the employes of the
roud and the fire department concenlrated
all thelr energies In an effort to save the
upper elevator betwoen
Constantnople streets and to
fire at that polnt. The fire,
grodually worked past the point occupled
by the elevator. Heroleally the forces kept
at work, but ultimately they were beaten
and the bLIg steel structure, covered with
corruganted lron, suddenly burst into
flames at 10:30, and In half an hour wes a
comulete wreck.

At midnight more than nino squares of
the terminials had been completely de-
stroyed and It seemed unlikely that the

check the

i fire would be checked untll It reached Nu-

poleon avenue, which also is a very broad
stroet, During the fire a heavy wind
blew and the blaze wias of indescribable
fury, carrying brands to great distances,
driving buck the crowds of sightseers, Imn-
mense pleces of corrugnted lron, torn from
the sides of the upper slevator, were ocar-
ried through the rir as if they were feath-
erd and dropping In every direction, ocon-
stantly endangered the lUves of firemen and
spectators.

The weather was bright and warm and
probably 60,00 people visited the scene dur-
Ing the progress of the fire.

Aside from the tremendous loss of prop-
erty the fire Is & calamity to New Orleans
In the temporary abatement of the Immenses
export business of the Illinols Contral, par-
toularly In the matter of grain ahipments,

BLOODY RIOT AT A WEDDING

Two Men Are Killed and Six Others
Shot and Stabbed During
Melee,

GREENBBURG, Pa., IFeh. 8M.—Anna On-
nafrey was the central figure In a bloedy
battle at the Strickler works of the Western
Conl company in Mount Pleasant township,
in which two men were killed and six oth-
ery were stabbed, shot or slashed with
knives. The dead:

Jﬂ‘l‘!h' KOPHAB. jr., 84 years old; leaves
B Wike.

CHAEL LESHOW, | "
a L&r%l’e luAndllwn rhil ldren ?:l’l.l‘lanrtilﬁli-ni:i?l‘l-:‘.,

Of the wounded, Tom Polink may dle,

Anna Onnafrey's refusal to dance with
George Lukess, an unbidden guest at o
wedding celibration, started a riog,

INDIA HAS VALUABLE METAL

Discovery of Irom and Aluminam In
Ceniral Provincea May Revo-
Intlonise Industrics,

CALCUTTA, Feb, 3.—(8peclal Cablegram
to The Bee)—The discoverion of iron ovre
and aluminum In the central provinoes are
officially confirmed, and It seems likely
that they will revolutionise industrial India
A rush has commenced to stake out alumi-
num clatme, and s company with a capltal
of over 804066 backed by the wealthy
Parwee Tala connection, Is being formed
1o erect blast furnaces and coking plants.

time |
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Engineers Make Report
in Mgeing the
™Mich.

WABHINGTON, Feb, ¥.—The firat defl-
of the Panama cannl have just been lakd
before the Isthmian Canal commisaion by
the engineering Ittee Of that body,
conslsting of Commisioners Kury, Parsons
and Davis. The principal recommmendations
are summed up in this resolution

Resolved, That this commities approve
and recommend for adoption to the com-
mission a plan for n sea-level canal with a
bottom width of 1580 feet and a minimum
depth of water of thirty-five feel, and with
"twin tdal locks at Mirafloreés, whose usa-
ble dimensions shall be 1,000 fest long and
1 feet wide, at m total estimated cost of
$20,500 000, Such estimate Ineludes an al-
lowanee for administeation, engineering.
sanitition and contingengles amounting to
£28, 450,000, but witheut allowance for inter-
est during construction, expense of zone
government and collaternl costs, and water
supply, sewsrs or paving of Panama or
Colon, which Inst items ares to be repald
by the Inhabltants of those cliies

The commities estimnaten that a sea-level
1 canal ean be completed within ten or twelve
years from the present time. These recom-
mendations are the conclustion of a report
to the commission prépared under date of
Fehruary 14 lost and based on complete en-
| gineering reporta on all of the problems In-
| volved,

The committee declded that under no eir-
| cumstances should the surfiace of the ecannl
| be more than sixty fest above the sen, and
1ﬂttmalr-a that at this level the cost would

be $178,015.40. A thirty-font level le osti-
mated to cost $1900.38, 108

It 18 recommended that the Chagres
river he controlled by a dam at Gamboa,
built to a creet helght of 9% feet, and the
witors of the lnke thus ereated dispased of
through tunnels. The work on the founda.
tion of the dam will require from one Lo
one and a halt yearn, and the committes
reports It should begin Bt once. The dam
at this place, it is stated Involves no form.
ldable obstncles, which Js no! the case at
the Bohio location.

Actual work with the new Ameriean
gteam shovels on the Culebra demonstrated
that the entire exemvation ean be done atl
n rost of 8 conts a cuble yard. The former
Isthmian Cunal commlission estimated this
cost at 80 cents, This reduction smounls to
a total of F15000,000, and I= given as a jus.
tification of the recommendation of the sea
level of the canal. d

MANY MINERS ARE KILLED

Fifteen Bodies Alrendy Taken from
the Went Virginia
Mine.

_—

BLUEFIELD, W. Va., Feb. 3.—As a re-

|
t
[

sult of an explosion In ghaft No. 1 of the
| United States Coal and Coke company at
Wileox today, twenty-three miners are

supposed to have lost thelr Hves, and it Is
possible that the number will exceed that,
U'p to B p. m, fAifteen dead bodles had heen
taken from the shaft, A large rescuing
party I8 In the minés tonight. It lg barely
possible, but not likely, that some of the
entombed miners will be rescued allve. The
explosion was of terrific force and shat-
tered window glass & mile distant.

Immedlately after the shock great num-
bers of miners, who were off duty today,
it belng Bunday, rushed to the shaft to find
great clouds of smoke and dust gushing
from. s mouth. o M#hers, children  and
other relntives soon  weére weepng and
pleading for the rescue of those dear lo
them.

The officials of the mines, Ineluding Gen-
eral Manager Reis, wore xoon on the ground
and the work of rescuing miners is now
being directed by Mr. Relw, )

The dead miners g0 far recovered ara all
| Itallans and Hungarians and have as yel
not been Identified.

The company usually work In this shaft
{ about seventy-five miners, but today heing
lﬂundny‘ the men were not all In and the
small loss of llves can be attributed only

| to this fact.
The United States Coal and Coke com-
| pany, with prineipal offices in Pittaburg,
| Pa., Is n part of the United Btates Btoesl
s cornoration. The cause of the explosion
has n= yet not been delermined and sinee
It Is hardly probably any of those In the
mine will be recoverad sllve the cause of
the exploslon may never be known

DEPUTIES PAID THEMSELVES

Seandal May Grow Out of Distribu-
tlon of Funds to Martinlque
Sufferers,

PARIB, Feb. M —(Bpecial Cablegram to
The Bee.)—Severnl of the Parld papers re-
fer to a serious scandal which s expected
to result jn the dlsgrace of n high func-
tlonnry attached to the ministry of the
colonles,

M. Clement, one of the deputies for
Martinfque, asserta that the rellef commis-
elon sent to Martinlgue to distribute the
money voted by Parliument to the victims
of the great eruption of Mt., Pelee apent
£2.000 on themselves;, although they voy-
aged In a French warship and only doled
out £700 to the sufferers. M. Clemont also
ftates that the chief of the misslon un-
lawfully pocketed n sum of £§ per day
for the whole tme of his absence,

BIG RELIGIOUS AWAKENING

Thousand Five Hundred Cone
versions in the Clty of
Louisville,

LOUISVILLE, Ky., Feb, ¥M.—Meetings In
twenty-four churches, theatera and halle
todany doncluded the maln effort of one of
the most remurkable religious revivals seen
in America during the past Afty yoears
During the two weeks jJust closed 6,000
persons confessed to Christianity, Elghtesn
visiting evangellsts took part in the work,
some of whom will remain  for a month
longer to follow up their work, Fifteen
hundred persons were today added to the
5,000 already converted, this belng the fAnal
“decirlon day."”

PRESS WEICOMES THE DECISION

Only Criticlams of Court Is

Not Go Far Enough,
LONDON, Feb. 6.—The British presa
welecomes the report of the international

alfalr with almost ungualifed satlsfactlon.
Bome of the papers think the declsion
does not go far enough in the direction of
condemnation of Viee Admiral Rojest.
vensky and the cammuander of the trans-
port Kamchatka, but at the same Ume

gla to make ample amends. The Dully
Telegraph's saditorial article sayw:

It remains for the csar 0 act on the
commissdon's findin It Is dificuli 10 he-

Heve that he will dismins with Ind!fferance
an admiral who nearly lnvolved his mon-
arch and country In an unnecessary war

The Btandard thinke the report loaves the
guestion of the rights of shipping under
a cloud of perllous uncertuinty and sug-
gents that the whole subject should be
carefully oxamined when The Hague eon
ltuunco rensacmblos aller e was

.

nite engineering plams for the construction |

commission of Inquiry into the North sea |

they hold that it Is now possibie for Rus- |

Father Sohell Explains Meaning ef Boot-
legging Uonviotions.

MUST BE FOLLOWED UP TO PRODUCE GOOD

Pinin Spoken Words on the Methods
Precticed (0 Fleeco the Foor
indians of Their Land
and Thelr Money.

The conviction of the Homer saloonkesp-
ere for bootlegging conspiracy alter n sen-
sational trinl In the Unlted States court
lust week—the first conviction of the Kind
on record—is one of the results of the dis-
closures of corruption on the Winnebago
reservation made by Father Schell and the
perulstent agitatlon has <arried on to
remedy the abuses. The conviction of
these saloonkeepers, however, s regarded
by Father Schell as of small importance
except am link In the chain and of no
Insting beneft unless pureued so that the
whole system of Indlan spollation under
ofMicial protection I8 rooted oul. Bumming
up the situation, Father Belell explains
existing vopditions on the reservation in
the following vigorous langunge:

Fublic Seatiment Only HRemedy,

“The situntion of the helpicss Winnebago
Indlans I8 as discoursging as It Is revolt-
Ing and this condition s the outcome of
the ineficiency, the Iindolence and the cor-
ruption of the ofivers. Fublic sentiment is
the only remedy for such cases, During
the last twenty years the government was
mierepresented and s laws abused by the
officers, the publle was bluffed by futile
efforts and the ruln of the Indians was the
naturnl vonsegquence. Hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars were spent by the govs
trment through these Indolent officers to
preserve the Winnebago Indlans rom the
ravages wlhilsky, to protect them and
gulde them (o civiization, and the only re-
Sult after twenty years is their total ruin,
their total degradation and thelr total de-
moralization.

“"When I ralecd my volee In defense of
these unhappy and helpiess Indlans, |
found myselt confronted with an army of
scoundrels, conslsting of speculators, boot-
leggers, saloon keepers, corrupt officlals,
pusitivians, agenis and representatives of
the church and the state—a chain of oppo-
sidon reaching from Omaba to Washington,

Hnd an Uphill Fighe,

“For a moment I was alone, forsaken
and sold by my own, 1o oppose & body of
bloodthirsty and lawdefying individuals,
threntening me with ruin, disgrace and
even violent death; but The Omaha BHee
and the Bloux Clty Tribune gave me thelr
unsolicited and disinterested help and sup-
port wnd the fairminded publle, with other
dailiea and weeklles, followed their steps.

“In a supreme effort the powerful ring
attempted to Infldence the president of the

he

it

vl

ol

dlan scandials must cease. A tvw months
ago the federal grand jury indleted the
Homer saloon keepers and hootleggers. One
of these cases has just been concluded In
the United Btates district court and the
defendants were found gulity.

Ring of Hearttesa Speculators,

“Fram my study and olservation re-
garding the much abused Winnebago In-
dians 1 dare proclaim that there |8 &t
Homer n powerful ring of heartless specu-
lntors who are after the Indlan lands and
the Indian money. To succeed In this they
must keep the Indlans together und bring
them Into submission., They have hired
galoon keepers and bootleggerz who are
operating under the protection of this ring
and through the whisky the Indlans be-
came the slaves of the speculators. When
1 first came to Homer the ringleaders con-
fessed to me that they wanted the Indlan
business, that they only can bring them,
their money and their business to Homer
by selling them whisky; that It costs them
n great deal of money to throw oMelal
protection around the saloons and the hoot-
leggers and In order to come out even they
must charge the Indlans enormous prices
for svervthing they sell to them,

“The justice of the penceé and the mar-
shal of Homer make thelr living from the
arrests of drunkan Indlans, When the Jus-
tice, with his eyves wide open, finds out
that the marshal takes money from the
Adrunken Indians and lets them go he pro-
ceeds to the speculators and threntens them
with denunciation If he does not get his
share out of the Indians. The Indian who
{s arrested and fined goes to the speculators
and borrows the money and signs n note
for three to slx times the amount that
he recelves. When the marshal knows that
a drunken Indian has no credit with the
speculators, who know his Income and re-
lationahlp, he will not arrest the Indian.
When the speculators see an Indlan drunk
and whose credit s good they tell the mar-
ghinl to arrest him so that they can make
the Indlan sign a note. 1If an Indlan is
slow to buy or sign notes the speculntors
glve him a few dollars for nothing. He
gets whisky and when he feels good he s
ready to buy out the whole town and to
slgn all kinds of notes and mortgages,
Thus, horses that are not worth the feed
are sold for M00 and $600, notes are signed
and the money collected at the agenoy.

Lawbreakers Not Caught Napping.

“The local Indlan commissioner, with a
deputy marshal, pays a wvisit to Homer
about three or four times & year, They
announce thelr coming to the ringleaders,
who Inform the saloonkeepers and the
hootleggers. The town Is cleared of the
indians and the bootleggers go to sleep,
The carnlval begins again half an hour
after the oMclals have left. The ringlead-
ers have confessed (o ma that the arrivals
of these offioers cost them a great deal of
money, It has happened that those oMeers
have found on the rond a drunken Indian.
THey took his name, made out a case on
the records with fictitious Indian names an
witnesses and collected from the govern-
ment large sums for Imaginary cases, wit-
noas fees and transportation, eto.

‘**I'he speculntors are buying the Indlan
land, and before the deal Is approved In
Washington the Indlan In  question has
signed notes (n favor of the speculntor, who
gets the land as well as his money agmin.
The agent I8 but a tool In the hands of
the spesculators and he does all within his
power to keep the Indian land and Indian
money within the ring of the specuintors

“Hut who will blame the agent and the
other officers when the commiasioner of la-
dian affalrs In Washington—Jones, who
lately resigned--has done all within his
power to favor the Homer ring and has
| sent a personal order to the agent request.
ing him to O, K. all the grafters' frapdu.
lent notes, No wonder that the agent saya:
‘I2 1 fight the money power I'll lose my
| place.’ An Indian will pay $1.000 canh
rather than to lose hism morigaged ponles
worth 40, and the speculators know it, and
piways see that they hold & mortgage on
L the tndlan's teams. T have soen notes that

were collected thres times with threats of
| taking awny tho maortgaged ponles
l “Through the influence uf the agent and

United States agalnst my efforts to oblaln | and. tha riv
Justice for the Indans, but, as could be ex- |
pected, they were made to underatand that | .

n the night the lce bha
he was the president of all, that the In- | i~ Ice hagan plling up and at
dlans must be protected and that the 1ln- |

| cipal business portlon of Hot Springs. In-

(Coptinued va Thid Pags) |
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BRIDGE AT FREMONT GOES OUT

-_—

Four Spans of Sirmctare Across the

Plaite River Swept

Away.

FREMONT, Feb M
=The three neorth

(Special Telegram.)
spans of the Platie
fiver bridge south of this clty were oar-
red out this forencon and a lttle after
noon the next one followed. There I8 hut
little fee In the river, except on the sand
bars, and the current, alded by a northwest
wind, is very swift. This morning a small
{ee gorge formed west of the clty, sending
a big stream of water through the southe
weat part of the oy It broke before
much damage was done. The strects in
the north part of Englewood are under
wnter and Inte this afternoon the water
was rising there fast. The county has
gnng of men using dynamite nt the bridge

across the souitlh channel, but as communi-
cation with that side s cut off the condi-
tion of the bridge Is not known. The trains |
on both rallroads are running as usual and

there is no probability of further trouhle
unless the wind should shift amt an ice
gorge form.

CRETE;, Neb,, Feb, 8 -(Bpecial Tels-
gram. ) =The cxpected occurred this after-
noon when the Ice in the Blue above the
upper dam went out, carrying with it the
bridge over the dam. A high gorge his
formed below the dam, and when this goes
out it is feared there may be trouble at
the lower dam, Thoe grent chunks of lce
two feet thick are pled In heaps for ffty
yards below the dam.

The Northwestern rallroad bridge west of
Fremont s stlll intact, but In danger.

At Schuyler four spans of the Burlington
rallrond bridge over the Platie were lorn |
out and the Burlington bridge at Columbus
Is In a shaky conditlon. Treuble e fearsd
on the Plutte np far cast as Ashiand, where
the Ire began to hreak up this evening. |

LINCOLN, Feh. 8. —The Manhattan |
branch of the Union Paclfic ia still tied up
because of the loss of its bridge over Bear
creck, near Beatrlee, and the Burllngton
and Roek Island have a farce of 100 men
with dynamite to protect thelr bridges '
merose the same stream.

Alarming reporta teached the Burlington
headquarters late tonight about the candl-
tion of the Platte river at Ashland. An lce
gorge formed just above the bridge, cover-
Ing severnl spans The loe Is very henvy
or wan reported high and threat-
anlong to overflow back of the gorge. Laler

11 o'clock it had extended the length of n
dozen spans. The water wan rising rapidly, I

BRIDGES WRECKED BY THE I('El

HKanaas Clty Suffers from the Dreakup
in the Kaw River,

KANBAS CITY, Fab, 26.—Floating lce In
the Kaw river has completely wrecked the
pile bridges of the Kansas City Belt line!
and the Rock Island rallroad, The ma-
terial of these structures has been saved,
but the rallroads have not yet decided
whether they will rebulld the plle bridges
or hasten the construction of steel ones, It
Is sald the rfullronds may be enjoined from
rebullding plle bridges, as they are consld-

The Kansas Clty Belt line now has no
connectlon with the packing house district
and the Rock Island will have to use other |
roads to move freight from the west bot-
toms to Armourdale.

Much lece | floating down the Kaw to-
night, but a channel has been made and
ttie dynamite is being used.

At Lawrence a gredt lee jam which had
farmed a blocknde for twelve miles up the
river was broken today by the use of dy-
namite. The bridge acroas the river there
I8 being pounded by floating lce, but it is
atill intact.

LOSS

NOT OVERESTIMATED

Property Owners nt Hot Springs
Ready, However, to Commence
Rehuilding.

HOT BPRINGS, Feh, 26.—Bunday has heen
a day of gloom In Hot SBprings. The first
estimates of the dumage done by the great
conflagration were not exaggerated, More
than forty blocks were destroyed by (he
Mames and a most conservative estimate
places thoe loss st $1L,60.000, and several in-
Aurance men atate the fgures will reach
2,000,000, The three unldentified bodles re
covered are the only known fatallties,

The cltizen’s rellef committee han the sit-
uation well In hand. The amount sub-
scribed for rellef totals $12.000 tonight., but
it 18 belng steadlly Increased. The come
mlitten feeln that It can feed all the home-
less, Volunlary subscriptions from the |
outside are being accepted,

Several excursion trains arrived here to-
day bringing visitores from adjacent cities
and towns to view the ruins. Mayor Held-
ing ordered nll saloons closed and It was a
“tight'" Bunday In Hot Springs.

The following statement has been (ssued:

To the Public: The fire-swept area lles
prinelpally In the resldence portlon of the
city. While the loss Is enormous, the prin-

cluding the hotels and bath houses, are not
affected., We think, therefore, |t proper to
reguest the Associnted Press to state that
our city has ample accommodations for wll
who may desire to vielt It for health, and
no advance in rantes will he tolerated
GEORGE P, BELDING, Mayor

EIBLE, Buperintendent of the (lewa-rn-l
ment Reservation.
That the devastated distriot will be

speedlly rebullt is evidenced by expressions
heard on all sides, Property owners are
already planning with architects and In
three Instances carpenters began work (o«
day on temporary structures

Not Body of John Paul Jones.

PARIS, Feh, ¥.—A prellminary examina-
tion which Ambassador Porter ls making
for the body of John Paul Jones, the naval
hero of the revolutlonary war recently
disclosed a lead cofin. The nameplate on
the coMn was much carroded, but the in-
geription has finally been declphered, show-
Ing that It was the cofMin of an Engliah-
man burled May B 1700, two years before |
the death of Jones, Conssquently the
coMn will not be opened. The searoh cone
tinues. The Anding of the lead coMn haw
the advantage of establishing that those
buried in the Protestunt cemetery about
the time of Jonea' death Ue In the vicinliy
of (he present cxoavations

Movemenis of Oesan Veanels Feb, 24

At Liverpool—=Arrived Armenin, from
Now York: Merlon, from Philudelphia; U'm-
bhrin, from New York, vin Queepsrtown

At Bouthimgt on-=Arrived New York,
vin Plymouth and Cherbourg.

At New York—Arrived

La Brotagne
from Havre, Balled:

Vaderiand, for Dover

 tornevs

| ofMicials an

| thgeiher,

and Antwerp.

OMAHA., MONDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 27, 1905
OLICE | WILLIONS 0 UP IN SMOKE!RECOMMEND SEA LEVEL CANAL EXTENT OF INDIAN SCANDAL |NEeRaska weaTHeR ForecasT| R AJLROAD BILLS ON

Present Weok Will See Beversl of Them Up
in the House,

GIVES LOBBY LARGE AMOUNT OF WORRY

Commodity Rate Bill One Whioh Btauds
Best Bhow of Passage.

SPEED MEASURE ALSO TROUBLESOME

—

Lobby Realises the Bentiment is Strong for
Logislation on These Lices.

—_—

OMAHA WATER BILL BUE IN THE SENATE
Amendments Made by Committee Wikl
Necenslinte 1tn Belng Returned
to Honse for Finnl
Actlion,

(From a Staft Correspondent.)

LINCOLN, Feb, 3 -(Bpecial Telegram. )=
This will be something of “rallroad week"
in the legislature. Beveral bills, important
and unimportant, affecting rollrond Inter
ests are pending before the two houses nnd
will come up for third reading or agtion in
the committes of the whole within the next
fow Coneeguently the rallvvad men
are on the anxious seat and more than the
usual quota of them may be found at the
ptate capital this week

The commudity rate bhill,
the house by TFoster, Davis
under the Foster resalution,
raliroad  representatives more uncasiness
of mind than any other bill. They have
come to the conclusion—this statement 1s
mode after tnlking with some of these rep-
resentint fvos—that thin moeasure witl pass or
it will take the hardest.fight which the
allled ropds are ahle to put up to kNl it Tha
bl takes twenty-seven stiuple commodities
and makes an average reduction of 10 per
cent In prasent rates and naturally enough

days

introduced In
and Junkin
in giving the

Ilh{‘ radlroads contend thix is unfair.

Report on BII Is Due,

This bill has not yet been reported back
to the house by the raliroad committee, but
is due, While thers wore grave doubts at
first that the commitiee would allow the
bill to see the Hght of day, It Is now gone
orally believed It will make a favorable re-
port on the meapure. Even rallroad at-
ndmit tHat In view of the antl.
rallrond proclivities espoused nt the outset
by this legislnture that it 18 to be expected
that some show of sincerity will be mades

and therefore some such bill as thla one
pomsed. It ¢ pointed out that the legisla-
tire exacted from Elmer J. Burkeit a

pledge that he wonld work for antl-rallroad
legisintion In the national lawmaking body
and that it canhot, therefore, In Justics to

| Itself and the people and Mr. Burkett refuse

Itself to do what it asked or rather som-
manded him to do.  In view of this sltua-
tlon, therefoare, every rallroad representa-
tive fecls a cortaln degree of apprehension
over the present state of nffairs.

The maximium rate blll Introduced last
week by Caldwell of Clay I8 not snusing 8o
much uneasiness among the corporation
the eommodity rate bill. The
Caldwell measure In copled In large part
from the old Nowberry Inw, and s oaleu.
lated to be much more sweeping in its pro-
vislons than the other hill, and {ts passage

I8 not as much antlcipated an the commit-
led meakure,

Speed TIT Troublesome,

Anothar bl aver which the rallroads dre
annoyed Is the bill Introduced by Senator
Gould of Greeley, providing certaln in-
ereneed ratos of apeed for freight trains. It
will come up for actlon In the senate In n
day or so. Rallroad men declare that the
spoed exacted by this bill eimply 18 Impos-
gible on certaln branch lnes If not on matn
lines, and for that resson ought not to be
tolarated. It I8 classed ax a prohibitive
measiire

The Omaha Water board bill will come
up In the renate for passage. As it has
heen amended In the senate It will have to
go buek to the hauss, where [t arflginated, It

||1 passes, and lot the lower branch have the

last say. BSome half-dozen amendments

have heen tacked on to the bill, calculated
Lo hring it nearer the hounds of raRon.

H. R, 255, the omnibus bridge bill, Intrs.
duced by the house committes on roads
and bridges. will come tumbling Into the
forum before the week Is over, ar It In
pretty well up on the general file and when
It does strike that body something Is golng
to hitppen. If the bridge lobby enn prevent
it the bill will certainly not get nice treat-
ment. On the other hand, a very detsr-
mined fight will be made by the friends
of the measure, who olalm everything good
for the bill. It embodies the Kyd biN,
which met an untlmely fate in the houss,
and bosides contalns many new features,
The tommittee has seen fit to offer two
amendments o the bill and the enemias
of the measure will take this as the hasis
for arguing that the whole bill is defective.

Fngineer Bill in Hard Lines,

The county engineer bill has one moras
Inning In the house. This Is the celebrated
8. F. 8, by Beghtol of Lancaster, which
the house, In committeo of the whole. last
wesk recommended for Indefinite postpone-
ment and then at the suggestion of Speaker
Rouge and on motion of Jackson of Ante.
lope gave another chance of life by voting
a reconsideration of the vote. But oven
Bpeaker Rouse, who was censured for make
ing this suggestion, slnee he was originally
a friend of the bll, declares the bl can-
not poesibly poes, The speaker made this
suggestion, he oxplained to the house, be-

| ciuse he (eIt the respousibility of the Hill's
| defeat since he had Inadvertently placed

the senate files that day ahead of the
house  rolls on genoral fle. The menate,
he sald. raised a (urore over the defeat of
Its bill,

H, R. 2, the bill to rempve the Home
for the Friendless from Lincoln to Ml

ford und opeyate It In conjunction with
the Girla" Tudidstrinl school there, promises
to precipitate n struggle on the Aoor of
the house this week, There la terrifie op-
position to this bill on moral lines ‘Thoxs
who are fghting It contend that It would
be A& shame for the state to throw the
young girie of the Milford home and the
once fallen women of the Linecoln home
Women's clubs and various other
organizations are resisting the blll with
all thelr inight.

INSTITUTE AT GIAND ISLAND

Farmers of thnt Distriet Listes to
flood Program,

GRAND ISLAND, Neb, Feh, 8.-(Bpe.
clal ) =Though the attenduance st the first
two senslons of the Farmers' Inatitute, held
in this city Friday ovening and yesterday,
was very light, the last sesaion 5'0!:«-!“
afternoon wia attended by over I farmes
efs In the Grand Island dintrict

The tophes discussed were “Soll Tillage,*

by O Hull of Alma: "Economic Fork Pro-
dvuction,” by ', M. Lowclling of Basver
City ] “Wagon Trocks,” o narrative or trav-
olm among the ranches of Mexico, by Joseph

Wing of Mechantcaburg, ©.; "Fesding Euaby
Eeel,! by Mr, Wing: "Discases of Farm



